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Joining the Cooperative Progam Celebration
Several BCV staff had the opportunity 

to join the Cooperative Program 100th 
anniversary celebration. As Mississippi 
Baptists, is there any more powerful tool 
to help Southern Baptist churches make 
disciples in Mississippi and around the world? 
A testament to the power of collaborative 
efforts and resources. To hear of the scope 
of work made possible through the sacrificial 
gifts of thousands of churches throughout the 
country makes a Mississippi Baptist proud. 
We are grateful for the leadership of Dr. 
Jeff Iorg, current President/CEO of the SBC 

Executive Committee, and those who came 
before him who helped build a strong 100-
year old legacy. 

Today The Baptist Children’s Village and 
other Baptist children’s ministries throughout 
the country are fortunate to be the recipients 

We are grateful for the 
leadership of Dr. Jeff Iorg and 

those who came before him 
who helped build a strong 

100-year old legacy. 
Dr. Jeff Iorg, President/CEO 
SBC Executive Committee

Gotta love those 1920's haircuts. Baptist Orphanage in the 1920's



BCV Independent Living Program Gets a New Look

of a portion of that generosity. The Mississippi 
Cooperative Program provides about 16% of 
the BCV funding. The remaining 84% of the 
funding comes from individuals, businesses 
and churches. This generosity of all these 
private gifts ensures that the ministry can 
make program decisions that are good for 
children and families, and that each of them 
can hear the gospel that can make an eternal 
difference for them.

One hundred years ago the then “Baptist 
Orphanage” was in its infancy as a ministry. 
Because Mississippi Baptists have been 
intentional about taking the good news of 
Jesus Christ to hurting children and families, 
their legacy through the BCV is a strong and 
thriving one that is reaching hundreds each 
year-providing hope and a strong foundation 
for each of them.

For years The Baptist Children’s Village 
has offered older teens within our ministry 
opportunities to further their education 
through our Independent Living Program. 

The “new and improved” Independent Living 
Program is scheduled to launch June 1 2025 
and be housed at the India Nunnery Campus 
in Florence.

In recent years program staff have seen 
a need to start preparing teens at a younger 
age for successful transition into adulthood. 
They have observed in children coming into the 
ministry deficiencies in basic skills. To meet that 
need a team of Program Staff have developed 
new policies and standards that involve case 
managers on all residential campuses in the 
process of intentional preparation for the 

Joining the Cooperative Progam Celebration (cont'd)

Hallie Kitchings Crane and Kellie Kitchens

Bobby and Chrystelle Thames



Independent Living Program. Should teens be 
dismissed prior to entering the Independent 
Living Program, they will still benefit from their 
newly acquired life skills. 

As teens approach their senior year and 
want to apply to be a part of the Independent 
Living Program they must receive a 
recommendation from their case manager 
and complete an application. They must also 
be able to clearly articulate their education/
vocational goals and demonstrate a mastery of 
essential skills on a program skills inventory. 
Finally they must have a good understanding 
of and commitment to the program’s goals and 
requirements. 

Beginning at age 14 however, mastering 
a list of basic skills become an intentional 

part of time spent with case managers. 
These skills are varied and include job skills 
and management training, basic technology 
skills training, interpersonal skills training 
and education about the importance of 
good mental and physical health.  As staff 
document a mastery of these and other 
skills, they are better prepared to enter the 
world of post-secondary education. Young 
people can reap the benefits of this program 
throughout their education and graduate 
from the program with a savings account, 
transportation and a wealth of knowledge to 

help give them a firm foundation for the next 
phase of their life.

Young people can reap the 
benefits of this program 

throughout their education and 
graduate from the program 

with a savings account, 
transportation and a wealth of 
knowledge to help give them 

a firm foundation for the next 
phase of their life.



“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” is a 
timeless hymn that has touched the hearts of 
countless believers. Many of us recall sitting 
in church, nestled between our parents and 
siblings, voices united in the familiar refrain: 
“What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins 
and griefs to bear.” Over the years, these 
words become like a soothing balm—familiar, 
comforting, yet perhaps a little too routine.

But for Soon Guin, a BCV houseparent 
missionary, this hymn represents something 
far deeper—a powerful testament to the 
relentless love of God. It marks the beginning 
of an incredible journey of friendship, 
resilience, and divine intervention. Imagine 
a shepherd tirelessly seeking out a wayward 
sheep or a father’s heart reaching out to 
reclaim his child. 

Soon Guin grew up in Malaysia, in a 
household where Buddhism and Daoism 
intertwined seamlessly. Her family would visit 
the local temple, lighting incense and paying 
homage to idols and ancestors as part of 
their spiritual routine. However, at the tender 
age of 10, Soon began to sense that there 
might be something beyond what she had 
always known.

In her small town, there was an English 
teacher who followed Christ. Lacking a venue 
for his gatherings, Soon’s father offered the 
use of their home.

“He called it a gathering,” Soon recalled. 
“Not a Bible study or a church service, but 
simply a gathering.”

What a Friend We Have in Jesus: Christ’s 
Relentless Pursuit of Soon Guin
By Emily-Kate Ford

Soon at the Malaysia Institute of Art

Soon and James wedding picture

Soon at BCV Staff cookie decorating contest



Each week, this passionate teacher 
organized meetings where they played 
games and fostered relationships. He never 
pushed a sermon onto them; instead, he 
would share stories from the Bible and sing 
a few songs, creating an environment of joy 
and fellowship.

“As more and more kids and teenagers 
began to join, the word spread,” Soon 
explained. “Their parents soon learned about 
the gatherings and became concerned.”

The parents perceived the teacher as 
a negative influence and worried he was 
introducing a foreign religion to the children. 
Tensions escalated in the town, culminating 
in threats against the teacher’s life and 
protests outside Soon’s family home.

“That was my first encounter with 
Christianity,” Soon reflected. “At the time, 
I found it enjoyable.” The first song she 
learned was “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus,” sung in her native Chinese language.

Years later, as Soon embarked on her 
college journey, she made a friend who invited 
her to a Christmas program at her church. 

“I remember how beautiful and peaceful 
the service felt,” she said. “At that time, I had 
still been attending the temple, where the 
constant chanting and presence of monks 
left me feeling unsettled and anxious.” While 
she appreciated the warmth of the Christmas 
service, her heart remained unconvinced.

As her college years progressed, Soon 
decided to study in the United States, 
where she encountered a professor who 
was also a follower of Christ. Each Sunday, 
this professor took Soon and another 
international student to church.

“We enjoyed it, especially since they 
treated us to lunch afterward, which helped 
us save money,” she chuckled.

Soon and her friend loved singing so 
much that they both joined the church choir, 
dedicating three years to the ministry of music.

After completing her bachelor’s degree, 
Soon moved to Southeastern Louisiana to 

further her studies, where she met James, 
her future husband. A professor at her new 
university invited her to a Chinese Bible 
study, but a fellow Malaysian student urged 
her to stay away, labeling the professor as 
crazy. Yet, James encouraged her to attend, 
even offering to drive her there since she 
didn’t own a car.

“They were so patient with me,” Soon 
noted. “I had countless questions, and they 
never lost their tempers or showed frustration.”

During a break back home in Malaysia, 
James wrote her weekly letters, each 
containing a Bible verse. At that time, Soon 
wrestled with her thoughts about Jesus and 
what it would mean to embrace faith.

“I struggled with disbelief, but deep 
down, I knew it was all true,” she confided. 
“I was scared of how it would affect my 
relationship with my family.”

Upon her return from the break, James 
picked her up from the airport, surprising 
her with an NIV Bible—much easier for her 
to understand than the King James Version. 
Soon opened up about her thoughts and 
struggles during their time together, and 
they prayed. In that profound moment, Soon 
gave her life to Christ.

Now several years later, Soon is 
passionate about sharing the good news 
of Jesus Christ with those she encounters. 
“We have all sinned,” Soon shares. “There’s 
nothing we can do in and of ourselves that 
will save us.” 

Soon’s journey from the traditions of her 
childhood to the embrace of faith in Christ 
is a testament to the transformative power 
of the Gospel. With a heart of gratitude, she 
now dedicates her life to guiding others on 
their paths to Christ, sharing her story as a 
beacon of hope for those seeking truth. In 
every encounter, she embodies the message 
of “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” 
inviting others to experience the profound 
peace and salvation that comes from 
knowing Him.

Soon’s journey from the traditions of her childhood to 
the embrace of faith in Christ is a testament to the 

transformative power of the Gospel.

Soon and husband James where they met - Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Soon with mother, father and brother



BCV Leadership Team members 
recently joined local staff for campus 
celebrations. What is everyone 
celebrating? An army of partners who 
made renovations on all of our residential 
campuses possible. Celebrations included 
tours of the work and a celebratory 
lunch with Leadership Team members 
and campus staff who have worked 
hard over the last several months to 

make improvements. After 128 years 
Mississippi Baptists continue to provide 
generously for BCV children and families. 
As one Campus Director said, “We want 
to provide an oasis for children and 
families when they come on campus.” 
Our partners have done exactly that for 
children and families in chaos-created a 
refuge-an oasis.

Statewide Projects Made Possible 
by Generous Partners



BCV TRIBUTE GIFTS

Throughout the year, families memorialize and honor family members and special friends with a gift to The Baptist Children’s Village. Small groups honor 
teachers and the special people in their lives. For each tribute gift received, the donor receives an acknowledgement letter and receipt. A personal letter is 
sent to the honoree informing them of the gift given in their honor. Family members are informed of a gift given in memory of their loved one. The BCV is herein 
publishing the list of honorees and donors recently received. We are grateful to the many thoughtful donors who pay tribute to the special people in their lives. 

You can visit baptistchildrensvillage.com/give or use the enclosed envelope to give a gift of honor or memory for your loved one(s) to The Baptist Children’s Village.

January 16 to April 15, 2025

In Honor of
Mrs. Joan Agent

Jean and Glynn Jones

Jan Bailey
H. L. and Kathy Brinkley

Rev. Richard C. (Dickie) Bryan
Eugene and Barbara Brown

LaVoynne and Buddy Butts
Jean and Glynn Jones

Aleé L. Dixon
Mrs. Judy Hale

Clarence A. Dodson
Mrs. Cathy Moss

Sela Fairchild
Mr. and Mrs. Howell McCormick

Dr. Brett Ferman
Mr. Larry Holmes

Lori King
Mr. Don King

Sherry Lewis
Becky Schufreider

Stephen and Katie Lott
Keith and Wanda Lott

Tracie Lott
Keith and Wanda Lott

Dr. Benjamin McIntyre
Mr. Larry Holmes

Roger and Teresa Merchant
Tom and Bettye Coward

Mrs. Maudine Nolen
Jean and Glynn Jones

Loreta Pardue
Joyce Lambert

Mary Nell Alford Parker
Kim Alford

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Pegg
Mrs. Nancy Bomar

Mrs. Dot Porter
Jean and Glynn Jones

Billy Wayne Powell
Adult III SSC, North Columbia BC

Mr. and Mrs. Fred F. Roberts
Tom and Bettye Coward

Bro. Trent Sligh
Jerry and Mary Helms

Mrs. Pauline Williams
Mrs. Brenda Matthews

Buddy and Dee Dee Wolfe
Keith and Wanda Lott

Mrs. Jean Claire Woodruff
Jean and Glynn Jones

Mrs. April Yarber
Mr. Richard Yarber



BCV Tribute Gifts (continued)

In Memory of
Grace Ann Marie Abbott

Fran Braxton, Tyler Braxton, 
and Stephen Mitchell at 
Southland Transport

Mrs. Judy Alderman
Mrs. Sissy Bailey
Bryan and Mary Burt
Ralph and Bonnie Edwards

Van Allen
Hilary Craddock

Ouida Delorise Alsup
Tom and Lynn Gunter

Mr. Michael Alvarez
Arthur and Alicia (Powell) Burnett

Shirley Arnold
Barney and Paula Albritton
Joey Alleman
FBC Summit
Karen and Tim Mackenroth
Rose Roberts

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 
Scarbrough Ayers

Mr. Jeffrey Mark Scobey

Mrs. Maxie Crockett Bailey
James and Dorothy Crockett

Rev. Billy Wayne Baker
Mrs. Rebecca Baker

Mrs. Frances Baldwin
Mrs. Lisa Gilreath

Ricky Barker
Lynn and Debbie Gregg
Mike West

Mrs. Mary Barnett
Justin and Lori Henry

Jerry Lynn Beckwith
Mr. Jeffrey Mark Scobey

Richard T. (Dick) Bennett
Mrs. Patricia Evans

John L. Black
Mr. Kenneth Hawkins

Jammye Broadway Blackwell
Linda Broadway Ates

Ransom Bolden
Mrs. Helen Russom

Bruce Bond
Curtis and Kaye Buchanan

Charles Box
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Richardson

Maxine Brantley
Mr. Kenneth Hawkins

Judith Brewer
Lisa Brewer Scruggs

James Jerry Broadway
Linda Broadway Ates

Monroe James Broadway
Linda Broadway Ates

Mr. Lloyd Broom
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lowery

Mrs. Charlsie Broom
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lowery

Bill Brown
Pheba BC

Mr. Billy W. Broyles
J.C. Jourdan Lumber 
   Company, Inc.
Mary Kirby

Henry W. Bryan
Mrs. Cherry Denson

Sara Jane Buchanan
Curtis and Kaye Buchanan

Mr. Kerry Burrough
Tinsley BC

Larry Calvert
Dunbar and Mary Ann McCurley

Walter Carpenter, Jr.
Clay and Paula Caston

Nancy Case
Donny Cleveland
Shannon McKay
Gloria Payne

Brent Chancelor
Larry and Susan Bonner

Tony Chance
Mrs. Ellen Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Childs, Jr.
Jean and Glynn Jones

Ralph and Eva Clark
Bobby and Ann Moody

Billy Wayne Clayton
Terry and Susan Maxey

Lane Cole
Mr. Tony Rogers



BCV Tribute Gifts (continued)

Jo Beth Coleman
Jim Pilgrim
Siloam BC

Jo Cook
Mrs. Wanda Sissy Bailey

Linda Cooley
Mr. William Cooley

Lincoln Corona
Louise McKenzie

Robert L. Cowart
Warren Strickland Family

Hannah K. Crawford
R. W. and Jane Cantrell

Lester Crosby
Lynn Bratton

Ronald Glenn (Ronnie) Crosby
Gary and Amanda Davis
Faithful Workers SSC, 
   New Prospect BC
Mrs. Patricia Maggio

Mrs. Nora Daigle
Bethel BC

Mrs. Joy Dale
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Jim Daquilla
Mrs. Sandi Oakes

Elmer Davis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David Smith

Karen Smith Davis
Barry and Brenda Warnock

Mr. Elmer Davis
Daniel, Dianne, and Alissa Smith

Dr. Ted Dear, Jr.
Lisa Bynum

Tommy L. Dearing
Wanda Brown
Sharon Brown

Mrs. Jan Delk
Wessie Sims

Dorothy Williams Pope Dickerson
Jean Stewart

Lila Dill
Terry and Susan Maxey

Billy Doler
Lynn and Debbie Gregg
Mike West

Pat Donald
Mason, Kerri, Kayla, and Lisa

Jack Dorsey
Barefoot Springs BC

Ms. Bobbie Dunaway
Barney and Paula Albritton

Margaret Dunigan
Brian and Terie Dismukes

James David Easley
Mr. Jeffrey Mark Scobey

Darrick Edwards
Warren and Becky Strickland

Rev. Wayne Edwards
Ms. Betty Harris

Mrs. Regina Ellington
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Taylor

Cindy Elliott
Mike and Marsha Domino

Mary Sue Ethridge
Doyle Ethridge

Sammy Everett
Hickory BC

Clint Fagan
Herman and Sharon Dungan

John Farmer
Barefoot Springs BC

Cathy Feig
Daniel, Dianne, and Alissa Smith

Dorothy Jean Ferrell
Mr. Tommy A. Clark

Jean Ferrell
Mr. James Falco

Charles Files
Larry and Susan Bonner

Jean Breedlove Fly
Mr. Jeffrey Mark Scobey

Ronnie Fontenot
Arthur and Alicia (Powell) Burnett

Maisie Forman
Galilee FBC

Alton (Wayne) Frazier
Gary and Janet Honea

Sybil Freeman
Mrs. Patricia Maggio

Mrs. Dora Fulton
Crosby BC

Mr. Phillip Gable
Mrs. Sandra Gable

Mr. Phil Gardbled
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Powell

Ms. Karen Gardner
Nancy Gardner
Linda, Bill and Mike Henley

Ray and Ruth Gascon
Arthur and Alicia (Powell) Burnett
Anthony Powell and Family
Rick and Greta (Powell) Chapman

Mrs. Ruth Glaze
Ben and Randy Rogers

Mr. Jerry Glenn
Jack and Barbara Alexander

Ms. Neva Goff
Union BC

Margie Golden
Lynn and Debbie Gregg
Mike West

Delma Wallace Goza
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Smith

Gregory Frank Greer
Glenn and Jennifer Sanders

Ruth Ann Gregg
Lynn and Debbie Gregg
Mike West

Mrs. Virginia Griffin
Tom and Bettye Coward

Joan Grubbs
Stanton BC

Braeden Gurney
Fran Tynes
Jackie and Carolyn Wooley

Annette Bonds Hall
Columbia Computers

Charlotte JoAnn Hamilton
Arlington BC

Mrs. Flossie Hannah
Mr. Jim Brents

Mrs. Barbara Humphreys Haralson
Jean and Glynn Jones

Rev. David R. Hardy
Mrs. Glinda Fay Hardy

Dr. Frank Harmon
Clyde and Becky Valentine
Jimmy and Rose Anna Welch

Kyle Harris
Riva Walls

Sally Ann Hart
Clyde and Becky Valentine

Lawrence Harvey
E. J. Trosclair

Lynn Irene Haulbrook
Paul and Evelyn Beattie

Dolores (Mickey) Hazzlerigg
Bill and Debbie Taylor

Kenneth Ray Henley
Hickory BC

Mrs. Phyllis Ann Henry
Mrs. Carole Haynes

Nita Herrington
Tanya Moore

Mr. Glyn Hester
Lauren and David Upchurch

Rev. Floyd Higginbotham
Mr. Tony Rogers

Mr. Ted Hillman
Jack and Barbara Alexander

Anne Hinton
Juliet Hinton Kolin

Mrs. Carolyn Hisaw
Jean and Glynn Jones

Imogene Hoadley
Daniel, Dianne, and Alissa Smith

JoAnn Hodges
Kolola Springs BC

Mr. Jack Holifield
Golden Circle SSC, FBC Richton

Carey Holland
Herman and Sharon Dungan

Joe B. Holmes
Mike and Lynn Harmount

Mr. Mac Honea
Tommy and Mary Emma Allen

Mrs. Angela Michelle Honea
Bradford Chapel BC

Wendy Champion Hood
Terry and Connie Champion

Lynn Howe
Steve and Kathryn Bryant

James Earl Hubbert
Mrs. Edith M. Aldridge

Mrs. Nancy Hughes
Bettye and Frank Huckaby

Scott Humphreys
Jean and Glynn Jones

Steve E. Janos
Mrs. Cynthia Gilmer

Bob Tom Johnson, Jr. 
Mrs. Ellen Johnson

Bob Tom Johnson, Sr.
Mrs. Ellen Johnson

Sandra M. Johnson
Hickory BC

Susan Johnson
Victor and Mary Simmons

Amy Jones
Arthur and Alicia (Powell) Burnett

Lee Jones
Larry and Pam Gnemi

Mr. Stanton Wayne Jones
Mrs. Barbara Jones



BCV Tribute Gifts (continued)

Mr. Thadius (Tim) 
Milford Jones, Jr.

Dennis and Brenda Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Burris
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Coward
Cresswind At Verano Association, Inc.
J & J Advertising, Inc.
Mark S. Harris
Claudia Jones Key
Millie Moy
Cindy Prince
Jeanie Wilcher

Mr. Thadius (Thad) 
Milford Jones, Sr.

Dennis and Brenda Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Burris
Mrs. Jennifer G. Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Coward
Cresswind At Verano 
   Association, Inc.
Mark and Gina Hartley
J & J Advertising, Inc.
Claudia Jones Key
Cindy Prince
Jeanie Wilcher

Rev. and Mrs. Robert L. Jones
Jean and Glynn Jones

Billie Kavanay
Mrs. Tena Haskins

Joan Kennedy
Gomer and Jan Wallace

Mary Olivia Ayers Kimzey
Mr. Jeffrey Mark Scobey

Mildred Virginia Bufkin King
Mr. Gary R. King
Mr. John David King, Jr.
PFG/Merchants Foodservice 
Hattiesburg

Sadie Kirk
Lillian Wenzel

Chuck Kovarik
Ms. Lea Kirby

Alfred (Slick) Kyle
Sam Devore

Seth Ladner
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Powell

Lacey Claire Lee
Tom and Bettye Coward

Mark Lee
Tom and Bettye Coward

Julie Lee
Tom and Bettye Coward

Ms. Mary Linder
Barney and Paula Albritton

Mrs. Doris Long
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Taylor

Zeb Lott
Mr. and Mrs. David Roberts

Walter and Shirley Lucas
Ms. Patsy P. Tindle

Maggie Louise Mahaffey
Ms. Rose Cordray

Jordan Mahan
Ms. Glenda Scarbrough

Mrs. Merle Hillman Mason
Jack and Barbara Alexander

Mrs. Gwen May
Barney and Paula Albritton
Ms. Cecelia Brister
Mrs. Hope Thompson

Nancy McAfee
Eddie and Delia Speights

Charles McCall
Percy and Hilda Peeler

Kenneth Lavern McClaflin
Janie Ervin

Mrs. Bobbie McGowan
Mrs. Joe L. Jackson

Christine McKee
Mrs. Betty Hall

Melinda McRaney
Herman and Sharon Dungan

Mr. Charlie Mercer
David and Dottie Dewitt
Golden Circle SSC, FBC Richton
Scott Herring
Arlene Manthey
Warren Strickland Family

Mr. Carl Mikell
Lucy Mikell

Robert Miller
Herman and Sharon Dungan

Patricia Moak
Barney and Paula Albritton

Anthony Montgomery
Mr. Richard Booker
Mary Kay and Wendell Catchings
Allen Hollis
Anne and Bruce Krantz
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Daniels
Tracy Hall
Ms. Brenda Howell
Gailen and Elizabeth Marshall
Beth and Tim McWilliams
Denise Montgomery
Charles Nicholson
Jan Roberts
Frank and Cela Steen
Warren Strickland Family
Kayla Stroup and Kids
Linda Thompson
Kathy and Bubba Weir

Dorothy Juanita Morgan
Mr. Jim Brents

Teresa Kay Morphis
Bradford Chapel BC

James Moss
Kelly Moss Billings

Christian Murphree
Ken and Beverly Murphree

Dewey Murphree
Ken and Beverly Murphree

Larry Murphree
Ken and Beverly Murphree

Mrs. Garneita Murphree
Ken and Beverly Murphree

Hilda Jewell Musgrove
Linda Broadway Ates

Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Nunnery
Wessie Sims

Mrs. Carol Ann Oakman
Mr. Joe Savage

J. V. and Mary K. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Parker

Mack Parkes
Ms. Patricia Triplett

Brad Parten
Ms. Betty Harris

Mr. Mike Partridge
Tommy and Mary Emma Allen

Charlie Peets
Ms. Linda Bowers Vance

Lois Jean McGhee Petty
Frances O’Keefe

Shelby Jean Petty
Crosby BC

Taylor Polk
Sharon and Herman Dungan

Mrs. Christine T. Ratcliff
Crosby BC

David Reagan
Herman and Sharon Dungan

Mrs. Bertha Redmond
Reece and Martha Douglas

Miss Mattie Rials
Adult VII SSC, FBC McComb
Mrs. Tena Haskins



Ann Harper Richardson
Frank and Teresa 
   Montague Family
C. H. and Michael Smith on behalf 
   of the employees of Martin 
   Mechanical Inc.

Mr. Renan Richmond
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Haskins

Mrs. Nancy Jean Robertson
Jim and Donna Bell

A. G. Robinson
Arlington BC

Mr. John Roby
Mrs. Ellen Johnson

Jennie Roland
Wes, Bethany, Shannon, Ebony, 
   and Lindsay
Sue Moore

Marlene Rollins
Percy and Hilda Peeler
Senior Adult SSC, Siloam BC
Siloam BC
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Speed
Mrs. Linda Weeks

Richard Rutland
Arlington BC

Rev. James Sadler
James and Betty Terrell

Connor Sanderson
Warren Strickland Family

Newman Victor Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brown

Mr. David Seal
Daniel, Dianne, and Alissa Smith

Don Senn
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Taylor

Patsy Ann Bozeman Sheffield
Tom and Bettye Coward

Bill Shepard
Nancy, Linda, William, and Mike

Drew Shirley
Ferris and Pam Shirley

Mr. William Sirmon
Mrs. Marilyn Sirmon

Frances Smith
Barry and Brenda Warnock

Illa Ree Smith 
Ronnie and Susan Harrison

Janeen Smith
Warren Strickland Family

Mrs. Lydia Smith
Tommy and Mary Emma Allen

Buddy Sones
Bennie and Cindy Nutt

Annette Spring
Barry and Brenda Warnock

Bobby Staples
Mrs. Jo Ann Lawrence
Ann Marie and Leianne Loveless
Mr. Don E. Porter

Mary Ann Stevens
Bobby and Ann Moody

Margaret Stokes
PHS Girls of 1964

Renetta Strebeck
Stanton BC

Betty Darr Stringer
Mrs. Eva Moree

Mr. D. D. Sumrall
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Mr. Vincent Tagert
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lowery

Mrs. Ruthie Tagert
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lowery

Garnet Tanner
Kolola Springs BC

Jan Denson Taylor
Diane Champa
Ann Cox
Jeanette Denson Kirby
Ladies SSC, Salem BC
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Milner

Bill Thigpen
Ms. Carole Byram

Lona Thomas
Percy and Hilda Peeler
Ms. Patsy P. Tindle

Mr. E. L. Thorne
Clyde and Becky Valentine

Dr. Terrell Tisdale
Tom and Bettye Coward

George Hiram Todd
Hickory BC

Ms. Dorothy R. Tramel
Brian and Anita Dabbs

Deborah Ann Trittel
Mrs. Martha Mitchell

Joyce Turner
Tamasin and Rebecca Patterson

Ms. Andrea Tynes
Jackie and Carolyn Wooley

Brian Usry
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Valentine

Leo (Ricky) and Marie Van Norman
Clay and Paula Caston

Mr. Billy Vance
Larry and Pam Gnemi

Jamie Vandevender
Jimmy and Gail Bruton

Russell Vines
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Alicia Voge
Tom and Bettye Coward

Laverne Von Kanel
Arlington BC

Curtis Lee Walker, Sr.
Hickory BC

Doris Ward
The Roy Ward Family

Juanita Martin Warren
Mr. Jeffrey Mark Scobey

Lena Watkins
Larry and Sandra Oakes 
   and Family
Billie Sue Smith
Mary Frances Warren

James Webb
Mrs. Louise McCaskell

Sonny Weems
Prentiss High School 
   Class of 1964

Mrs. Barbara Whisnant
Charlotte Eagle
George Eagle, Jr. Family
Suzy Eagle
Kerry Huddleston Family

Joanne Epting Whitt
David and Martha Charlwood

Kim Wiggers
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Polly Ann Williamson
Tom and Bettye Coward

Wanda K. Williams
Terry Kennedy, Barbara and Mavis

Richard Willis
Herman and Sharon Dungan

Mrs. Ann Wiltshire
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Haskins

Mr. Gary Winstead
James and Mary Alford

Baylor Zeidman
Tai Chi Friends



P.O. BOX 27
CLINTON, MS 39060-0027

Chrystelle Thames

Director of Communications

Personal Reflection

June 1 
marks 43 years 
for me as a 
BCV employee. 
Before that I was 
a resident for 
about four years. 

Someone recently described me as one with 
a significant historical perspective. Well, not 
sure how I feel about that but I am grateful 
for the legacy that our BCV ministry enjoys. I 
frequently explain to people that neither my 
role or the ministry as a whole look anything 
like it did at those launch dates. That works 
well for me who enjoys a regular dose of 
new challenges, and for the ministry who is 
able to reach more children and families with 
the gospel because of its commitment to 
relevancy in the current culture. 

I and my Communications Consultant 
Emily-Kate Ford, recently returned 

from an annual meeting of the Baptist 
Communicators Association. I am always 
delighted to hear of the extraordinary reach 
of fellow Baptist laborers at this meeting. 
This year was no exception. Communicators 
from state conventions, state Baptist 
papers, universities, IMB, NAMB, children’s 
ministries, Baptist churches and others 
from across the country shared about the 
work God is accomplishing in and through 
their entities and there is much to celebrate. 
While we sometimes get lost in our own 
ministry and the work God is doing through 
the BCV, the reminder of the expansive 
work of Southern Baptists across the 
country is profound.

I also celebrate the commitment to 
excellence that each of our colleagues have 
in the work they do. Each is keenly aware of 
the need to fervently use the gifts God has 
given to accomplish His work. I was again 

challenged as I watched so many receive 
awards for their efforts. How encouraging 
to have partners in the ministry who spur 
each other to excellence for God’s glory. 

As I consider the last 43 years 
and look forward to the years ahead, I 
choose to embrace my new “historical 
perspective” descriptive and look forward 
to seeing how God may want to use that 
historical perspective for His glory. I think 
I will also treasure all those I encounter 
who challenge and encourage me to do 
excellent work each day.


