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Youth Detention Intervention 
Program (YDIP) staff, in 
collaboration with Dr. Kevin 

Ivy, has developed discipleship 
curriculum for use with incarcerated 
teenagers with whome they work. 
The Way to a Godly Life is an all 
inclusive discipleship plan designed 
to equip new Christians to grow 
in their faith. By incorporating the 
qualities found in 2 Peter 1 and the 
spiritual disciplines of the Christian 
faith, this curriculum provides a road 
map for growth in Christ-likeness. 

In 2022 this new YDIP ministry 
was formed under the umbrella of 
The Baptist Children’s Village ministry 
who has a rich heritage of sharing 
the gospel with hurting children 
and families. The mission of YDIP 
is to “ensure that every Mississippi 
detained juvenile is impacted with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” In its 
first two years the program staff and 
volunteers saw 60 young people 

in juvenile justice centers make 
professions of faith. 
This great victory led the BCV to see 
the need for a discipleship program. 
Every day the BCV sees more and 
more young people come to faith 
in Jesus Christ through the Youth 
Detention Intervention Program. The 
hope of this curriculum is to ensure 
that they are equipped to grow in 
their faith and to share the hope they 
have with others. 

YDIP Staff Launch New Discipleship Book

Darron Byrd and Jordan Byrd

Darron Byrd and Jordan Byrd launches new discipleship book



Harley Davidson Christmas Memories

For at least 33 years Harley-
Davidson of Jackson 
staff and volunteers have 

been showering BCV children with 
Christmas cheer. In those early days, 
employees and customers would 
visit the India Nunnery Campus, 
then in Jackson, and let the children 
ooooo and ahhhh over the shiny loud 
motorcycles, enjoy a hot dog at the 
pavilion with them, then leave them 
with some gifts. 

Led by Harley-Davidson Owner 
and General Manger, Earl Rottman, 
and Service Manager Homer Orr, 
the annual John Sandifer/Doug 
Jones Memorial Ride has morphed 

into a biker and BCV van caravan 
from Trustmark Park to the Harley 
shop on I-55 South. Children are 
overwhelmed by the Jackson Police 
and Hinds County Sheriff motorcycle 
escort down the interstate. These 
officers may not ever realize what a 
difference it made in a child’s life to 
see a friendly law enforcement face 
and simple act of kindness. So many 
have only known them in the context 
of tragedy and sadness. 

Once at the shop, children and 
staff are directed to the beautiful, 
enormous deck where motorcycle 
clubs and staff have grilled 
hamburgers and hotdogs, and baked 

desserts for them to enjoy. The 
highlight though just might be Santa 
engaging with them over their lunch. 
That is until he invites them to take a 
picture with him and receive their very 
generous gifts. 

Photographer Matt Sweeney, 
owner of N-Focus Photography, and 
his wife Pam set up his professional 
equipment and take a keepsake 
Santa picture for each child. 

Beginning right after Labor Day 
each year, BCV staff collect wish 
lists from children and that list is 
passed along to elves at the Harley 
shop. Customers are invited to 
choose a name to provide gifts for, 

Annual John Sandifer/Doug Jones Memorial Ride and BCV Caravan



or give money for the elves to shop 
with. Most recently that lead elf has 
been Karen Hathcock. She leads 
her team to shop and then spend 
time wrapping and organizing gifts, 
checking lists a second and third time 
to be sure no one is left out, including 
those children who arrive just before 
the party begins. There are no 
adjectives to describe the generosity 
of these volunteers and of Earl and 
Homer who close their shop and work 
with their customers to put smiles on 
children’s faces. They have continually 
gone the extra mile to search for just 
the right gift to fill a wish. They saw 
to it that bike tires were aired up, and 
that every bike or scooter requested 
also came with a helmet. 

They each have special memories 
of children who opened that gift they 
requested but never thought they 
would receive, and of the tears and 
shouts of joy that erupted in that 
moment. Perhaps Earl’s profound 
love for children was nurtured in his 
early years as he watched his mother 

care for babies while they waited for 
adoption. Karen too has a special 
place in her heart for displaced 
children adopting her own daughter. 
God uses all our experiences to 
mold us and use us in ways we often 
don’t expect. It was the choice of 
each, however, to respond to the 
opportunity to give of themselves for 
these children in this way repeatedly.

This year will be the first year in 
over thirty years that there will not 
be a John Sandifer/Doug Jones 
Memorial Ride to benefit The Baptist 
Children’s Village since Earl and 
Homer are retiring from their very 
successful Harley-Davidson of 
Jackson business. We honor them 
for their generosity and sacrifices, 
not just for our children but for the 
veterans and military they regularly 
honored with trail rides and elaborate 
air shows. Their tough exteriors are 
no match for the shy grin of a little 
girl, or a wide-eyed little boy receiving 
his first bike. 

Thank you Earl and Homer and 
your army of friends who shared in 
your generosity and thoughtfulness 
toward our Baptist Children’s Village 
children for over 30 years. 

Homer Orr, Karen Hathcock, Earl Rottman

Santa and His Helpers

Photographer Matt Sweaney and Wife PamStaunch Santa



BCV TRIBUTE GIFTS
Throughout the year, families memorialize and honor family members and special friends with a gift to The Baptist Children’s Village. Small groups 
honor teachers and the special people in their lives. For each tribute gift received, the donor receives an acknowledgment letter and receipt. A 
personal letter is sent to the honoree informing them of the gift given in their honor. Family members are informed of a gift given in memory of their 
loved one. The BCV is herein publishing the list of honorees and donors recently received. We are grateful to the many thoughtful donors who pay 
tribute to the special people in their lives. 

You can visit baptistchildrensvillage.com/give or use the enclosed envelope to give a gift of honor or memory for your loved one(s) to 
The Baptist Children’s Village.

July 16, 2024 through October 15, 2024

In Honor of
Fathers at Pleasant Ridge BC

Pleasant Ridge BC

Mrs. Jo Blackwell
Petal‑Harvey BC

Lynwood and Beverly Carr
Miss Mattie Rials

Jesus Christ
Wallace Anderson
Glory and Power Enterprises

Collinsville Community Club
Wanda DeLee

Bettye and Tom Coward
Fred and Faith Roberts

Tyson Davis
Daniel and Dianne Smith

Mr. Barry Dillard
Percy and Hilda Peeler

Carolyn Gorton
Johnnie DePoyster

Ellen Hutson
Miss Mattie Rials

Scott and Mendy Johnson
Keith and Wanda Lott

Mr. and Mrs. Don King
Daniel and Dianne Smith

Sidney Ladner
Daniel and Dianne Smith

Dot Lee
Dr. Mark K. Lee

The William Joel Lofton Family
Billie and Zelma Lofton

Brian and Lynn McKee
Keith and Wanda Lott

Judy Miller
Adult III SSC

Mr. Sean A. Milner
Mr. Frank Stewart Edwards, Jr.

Ivan and Mary Ann Parke
Mrs. Mary Alta Clark

Mrs. Linda Perkins
Delbert and Yvonne Edwards

Rebecca Pope
Joan Huggins

Bro. Bert and Malissia Sasser
Janice Phelps

Sarah Kay Saucier
Eva Moree

Quinn Shoemaker
Daniel and Dianne Smith

Connie and Argile Smith
Mary Benton

Dr. and Mrs. Victor L. Walsh
Balfour and Mary E. Lipscomb

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Warren
Balfour and Mary E. Lipscomb

In Memory of
Harry Adams

Mrs. Helen Herrington

David “Shorty” Airhart
Hickory BC

Frankine Albritton
Barney and Paula Albritton

Dr. Frances Allen
Jimmy and Susan Hardy

Carolyn Arender
Senior Adult Class

Christopher Ates
Linda Broadway Ates

E. L. Ates, Jr.
Linda Broadway Ates

Mrs. Lorraine Bagley
Jimmy and Bonnie Hollingsworth

Marsha Bahm
Nancy Barton

Mrs. Martha Baker
R. W. and Jane Cantrell

Rev. Billy Wayne Baker
Mrs. Rebecca Baker

Patricia Ball
Mrs. Linda Perkins

Mr. Benny Barber
Mrs. Eva Moree

David Barnett
Kim Gallaspy

Mrs. DeLacy Bass
Mrs. Pam T. Poole

Mrs. Gladys Bass
Mrs. Brenda Robertson

Wade Bass
Mr. Russell Bass

Mrs. Elizabeth B. Batson
Suellen Morrison

Lizzie Mae Baugh
Jimmy and Bonnie Hollingsworth

Mr. Lance Beach
Daniel, Dianne and Alissa Smith

Carey Bennett
Prentiss HS Class of 1964

Leonard Early Bennett
Amy’s Bunco Group
Buena Vista Lake Ladies Club
Kevin Garland
Hebron BC
Meg Marlowe
Nathan Myatt
Sumterville BC
Nathan Myatt

Sara Billingsley
Troy and Kathy King

Pamela Bowen Bradshaw
Terry and Susan Maxey

Mr. Bill Bricker
Ms. Paula Bond
David Dropkin

Bobby Britt
Judy and Larry Berry

Buddy Sanford Broadway
Linda Ates

Lou Alice Musgrove Broadway
Linda Ates

Bro. Danny Bryant
Mrs. Terri Blake
Natasha Bryant
Santa Rosa Baptist Association
Mrs. Deborah Taylor
Prayer Warriors SSC, FBC New Albany
Weir BC

Jamie Butler
Kolola Springs BC

Katie Butler
Bob and Sue Allen

Billy Callicoat
Ms. Elizabeth Callicoat

Larry Calvert
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Archie Hugh Campbell
Siloam BC

Wendell Cannon
Virginia Von Seutter

Debra Diane Carraway
Linda Treadwell

Ralph Chunn
Ann and Jimmy Williamson

Joseph John Churylo
Hickory BC

Jean Clark
Martha Busby

Mrs. Eunice Clark
Greg and Linda Wall

Hilda Cline
Mrs. Ann Smothers

Ginny Lee Coggins
Barbara Easterling

Mrs. Frances Cole
The Rogers Family

Rhudy Cole
Mrs. Judy Bush

Hope Heaster Conerly
St. Dominic‑Jackson 
Memorial Hospital

Randy Coulter
Mike and Cindy Easterling

Charles “Charlie” Counce
Terry and Susan Maxey

Lou Ann Counce
Sharon Albert
Mr. and Mrs. A. Braddock Brawner
James and Frances Cappleman
Virginia Chase
Co‑Ed/Smith SSC, Parkway BC
Ruth Galloway
Janna Koon Donaldson
Mike and Saundra Kelley
Laurie and Mitch McBride
William T. and Margaret Vanstory
Phil and Cissy Worley

Evelyn Cowan
Mrs. Barbara Easterling

Mrs. Johnnie Patricia Craft
Frances and Douglas Allen
HII Ingalls Shipbuilding Research and 
Development Personnel

Dorothy Carey Crain
Mrs. Carol Rather

Mrs. Cindy Crain
Mrs. Cherry Denson
Ms. Jeanette Kirby
Ms. Sue M. Moore

Sadie Crawford
Lee Anne Robinson



BCV Tribute Gifts (continued)
Spike Crawford

Teresa and Scooter Henderson

Garner L. Crocker
Seals and Shirley Crocker & Sherri

Frank Crutcher
Jim and Ree Rushing

Johnny Cupit
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Mike Dangelo
Larry and Pam Gnemi

Joey Darracott
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Wilemon

Jerry Daughdrill
Mrs. Helen Daughdrill

Mrs. Shelby Daughtry
Larry and Jean Bennett

Mr. Doyce Donald “D. D.” Davidson
Thomas and Jeanell Hill
Mr. James S. Pilgrim
Ms. Linda B. Vance
Eddie and Jane Woodruff

Rudy Davis
Victor and Mary Simmons

Bruce Doherty
Doris Stanley and Family

Gloria “Monteil” F. Doyle
Stanton BC

Kristi Dunaway
Sterling N. and Glynda S. Davis

Albert and Dollie Duncan
Ray and Cathy Duncan

Rick East
Herman and Sharon Dungan

George Edmonds
Charlie and Pam Morgan

Cecil Ray Edwards
Warren and Becky Strickland

Rev. Wayne Edwards
Lisa Boykin
Lynne and Robert Compton
Holley Weil 
Ryan Smith 
Aisnley Ash
AnnaLaura LaVrar
Dr. and Mrs. Rory Lee
Kelly McQuaig
Harry, Tina, Janis, Cindy, Rob & John
Andy Roby
Bill and Nancy Yates
Emily Moffett
David and Pam Sullivan
April Keaton
Hal and Judy Jenkins
Mitze Evans

Mr. Gowan Ellis
Mrs. Gwen Daves

BeVona Fairman
Mrs. Pam T. Poole

Ethel Mae Fillingame
Wayne Fillingame

Betty Finley
Ms. Paula Bond

Douglas Ford
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Brad Ford
Daniel and Dianne Smith

James Lamar Freeman
Moser Golden Circle SSC, FBC Richton

John Fulgham
Ms. Patricia Triplett

Ray Gallop
Ronnie and Susan Harrison

Dr. Ray Girnys
Larry and Pam Gnemi

Mrs. Ruth L. Glaze
Lida Caraway
Tara Mills Caraway

Billy R. Goodman
Mrs. Willough Krinard

Miriam McCord Hallmark
Rufus and Nancy Warren

Gabriella Reagan Hancock
Mrs. Giulia Saucier

Bailey Haney
Ronnie and Susan Harrison
Dian and Eddie Wilemon

Kelli Harmon
Herman and Sharon Dungan

Phil Harrelson
Ms. Betty Harrelson

Mrs. Ellen Harrigill
Mr. Jim Pilgrim

Drew Harrington
Jackie and Carolyn Wooley

Audrey Harris
Tinsley BC

Benton Hayman
Baptist Men of FBC Yazoo

Milton Hendry
The Diane Harris Family

Bobby and Frances Henry
Ken and June Briggs

Mary Frances Henry
Cecil and Gail Hanks

Robert Henry
Mr. and Mrs. James Ray

Mr. Glyn Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gillentine

Danny Joey Hipp
Tripp and Carrie Henderson

Louise Johnson Hodges
Thomas Ann Gatlin
Mr. Larry Holmes
The Word, Hodges, & Branch Families

Patsy Holland
Jimmy and Bonnie Hollingsworth

Thelma Holland
Jimmy and Bonnie Hollingsworth

Archie and Myrtle Holmes
Mr. Larry Holmes

Arvis Holt
Eva Moree

Joan Hood
Charles and Estelle Owens

Wendy Champion Hood
Terry and Connie Champion

Mrs. Jim Hyer
Jimmy and Bonnie Hollingsworth

Louise Isonhood
Tinsley BC

Mickey Jarrell
Daniel and Dianne Smith

Mary Ann Jernigan
Sheila Barksdale

Cathy Call Johnson
Sandra and Frank Crosthwait

Vernon Johnson, Sr.
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Sandra Joiner
Mrs. Debra Baker

Butch Kerr
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Becky Kleinke
Eva Moree

Mrs. Sara Latham
Choctaw Baptist Association

Polly Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Grammer

Larry Long
Cynthia and Jimmy Wilkinson

Mr. Jerry N. Lynch
Adult Class 5, Crossway Church

Shearwood Lyons
Mike and Suzanne Allen

Charles P. Magee, Sr.
Adult VII SSC, FBC McComb

Joan May
Mr. and Mrs. Gene McMichael & Family

Mr. William Lovell McBeth
Pleasant Hill BC

Hudson Cooper McBride
Brett and Cheryl Oleis

Bill and Vivian McClelland
Mr. Larry Holmes

Jean McCreary
Herman and Sharon Dungan

Amanda McKenzie
Kim Alford
Mr. and Mrs. Gene McMichael & Family

Diane McPhail
Mrs. Peggy McLean

Mr. Jack McRee
Mrs. Judy McRee

Scan to learn more
about the 2024 

Tax Credit



BCV Tribute Gifts (continued)

Judy Medford
Ms. Paula Bond

Mr. Chris Meyer
Larry and Pam Gnemi

Wynell Miles
Ms. Patricia Triplett

Beverly Mooney
Terry and Rosaphine Kennedy
Floyd and Betty Smith and Family

Jimmy Moore
Ann and Jimmy Williamson

Larry Moore
Jeanie Roberson

Ms. Betty Moore
South Crossroads BC

Sylvia P. Moreland
Mr. Don E. Porter

Shirley Morgan
Virginia Chase

Mr. Gene Morris
Gene and Barbara Hitt

J. T. and Nita Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. Judd A. Morrison

Mr. John Morrison
Larry and Pam Gnemi

Mrs. Earlyn Mullins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brown

Lamar Murrell
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Haskins
Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Sheffield

Jerry Nason
Mrs. Barbara Easterling

Debbie Newton
Teresa and Scooter Henderson
Jimmy and Bonnie Hollingsworth

John A. Noel, Jr.
Mr. John R. Wright, Jr.

Norma Jean Norman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hillman

Mrs. Carol Ann Oakman
Joe Savage

Annette Palmer
Stanton BC

George Parham
Mrs. Karen Barber

J. V. and Mary K. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Parker

Allen Parnell
Mrs. Sherry Parnell

Byron Patrick
Mrs. Sylvia Patrick

Charles Patterson
Herman and Sharon Dungan
Prentiss High School Class of 1964

Charlie Patton
Michael and Suzanne Allen

Frank Peeler
Dian and Eddie Wilemon

Lois Jean McGhee Petty
Crosby BC
Brenda Teach
Claudia Utz

Mr. Kenneth Petty
Crosby BC

Mr. Kenny Phillips
Roger and Jan Gilbert

Sam and Helen Pitts
Ray and Cathy Duncan

Glenda Price
Victor and Mary Simmons

Rev. Odean Wesley Puckett
Susanne and Jason Blalock
Eddie and Sharon Lucius

Emma “Mina” Purling‑Burkett
Mr. and Mrs. Dale A. Haag

Charlene Quin
Dorris Hutson

Doug Rasberry
Cynthia and Jimmy Wilkinson

Ms. Judy M. Rawls
Jean Hinman
Fred and Paulette Johnson

Lee Reid
Jeanette and Jimmy O’Mara

Sandy Rigby
Larry and Jean Bennett

Bonita Mullen Roberts
Martha Lynn (Gammill) Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Carlyle
Karen and Dave Peterson
Janet and Glenn Groh
Richard and Sharon Mullen
Ms. Juanita Harding
Ellen Harpoole
Mrs. Marsha Jane Kenneth
Jimmy and Debbie Poe
Mrs. Donna Smith

Jimmy Roberts
Percy and Hilda Peeler

Mrs. Helen Rodewald
Mrs. Frances Roberts

Mrs. Roby Rodgers
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Ray Rounsaville
Robert and Judy Cole

Mr. Lavan B. Seales
Mrs. Frances Seales

Jewel Loveday Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hillman

Jon Shell
Jeanee Shell

Mr. Ken Shelton
Jim and Donna Bell

Ted Sheridian
Daniel and Dianne Smith

Drew Shirley
Ferris and Pam Shirley

Sally Simmons
Charles and Estelle Owens

Mr. William A. “Bill” Sirmon
Perry and John Clouston
Dick and Mo Conville
Donnie Daniel
Charles Little
Alvin and Glenda Shelton

Betty Slocum
Mrs. Pam T. Poole

David M. Smith
Mrs. Catherine McNeace

Ephraim Smith
Baptist Men of FBC

Marlena Smith
Frank and Sheila Hillman

Mrs. Irene Williams Smith
Mrs. Patricia Evans
Stanton BC

Sylvia Sones
Eva Moree

Mrs. Carolyn Strong
Mrs. Patricia Eva
Stanton BC

Mr. Winbourne Sullivan
Mrs. Pam T. Poole

Jerry Taylor
Anita McLaughlin

Tommy Taylor
Stinson and Patty Liles
Mary and Chico Taylor
Mrs. Alabel Wiser

Dennis G. Thomas
Arlington BC

Rev. Bobby Ray Thompson
Tom and Bettye Coward

Mr. Cliff Allen Thornhill
Mrs. Carolyn Thornhill

Mrs. Gladys Thornton
Thomas and Tommie Warnock

Marcia Timmerman
Arlington BC

Mrs. Ellene Turcotte
Randy Dawkins
Department of Languages, 
Literature, and Writing
Heather Vickers

Andrea Tynes
Jackie and Carolyn Wooley

Harrol Wayne Umfress
Tamasin Patterson

Shirley H. Valentine
Mrs. Patricia Evans

John Vamos
Daniel and Dianne Smith

Clovis and Lola Vandiver
Mr. Billy W. Broyles

Mr. J. W. Vernon
Ms. Carolyn L. Rigdon

Johnny Ray Vess
Terry and Susan Maxey

James Vines
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Joe Vines
Pat and Lisa Cook

Mrs. Deborah Vines
Mrs. Patricia Evans

Bro. John L. Walker
Deborah Craft, Lois and Pam

Frank L. Walker
Pheba BC

Ronald Dale Washington
Tamasin and Rebecca Patterson

Ms. Myrna Waters
Daniel, Dianne and Alissa Smith

Mr. Larry Watkins
Daniel, Dianne and Alissa Smith

Evelyn Smith Whitehead
Chris Chance

J. B. White
FBC Richton

Mrs. Peggy White
Mrs. Charlotte Eagle

Mrs. Reecy White
Mr. Dewey W. White, Jr.
Adult 3 SSC

Marjorie Wicker
Tanya Moore
Lisa M. Flower

Charlene Williams
Ms. Carol C. Smith

Mrs. Peggy Williamson
Mrs. Estelle Blackwell
Alva and Carolyn Outz
Marcia and Andy Traylor

Martha Ann Wilson
Greg and Linda Wall

Paul Winsotte
Mr. W. A. Cooley, Jr.



Sandy Love turned 82 at the 
end of October but she is 
young at heart and still enjoys 

teaching and investing in teenagers. 
She says many people who are 
considering adopting or fostering 
children pursue younger children 
but she has always been drawn to 
teenagers. She believes most of them 
just need to know they are being 
heard. A specific conversation with a 
young lady confirmed that in her heart 
several years ago. She was explaining 
that God gives everyone talents and 
remarked that hers was sewing. The 
girl responded, “Oh, He gave you 
more than that, you listen.” For that 
teenager, that day, listening was the 
greatest gift you could have given her. 

Sandy began sewing at the age 
of five with her grandmother on a 
treadle sewing machine before she 
could really reach the pedal. After 76 
years, she still loves it. Her alterations 
business allows her to meet many 
interesting people and pursue another 
passion of hers . . . sharing Jesus. 
“They aren’t getting out of here 
without a word about Jesus,” she 
explains with her big engaging smile. 
Her clients include countless people 

in southwest Mississippi and some 
as far away as North Carolina and 
Washington DC. She explains that 
some who have family out of state 
will bring alterations to her when 
they come to visit their family. Some 
congressional staff ship garments to 
her to be altered or bring them when 
they come home. There is no doubt 
that her expertise and patience with 
the tedious has served her well. Not 
all seamstresses take the time to give 
such attention to detail as Sandy. 
It was a sheriff who actually taught 
Sandy about the pleats and crease 
angles required for law enforcement 
and military uniforms. 

I came to meet Sandy after 
she agreed to alter a homecoming 
dress for one of our BCV girls. She 
has a special place in her heart for 
The Baptist Children’s Village. In 
1980 Sandy Love and her husband 
adopted a young lady from the BCV. 
She was one of five children that the 
couple adopted and raised with her 
one biological child. Additionally she 
had 22 foster children in the 10 years 
they served as foster parents. Today 
she has children and grandchildren 
who are master craftsmen, doctors, 

social workers and one newly retired 
from the National Weather Service.

With the encouragement of 
her husband, Sandy started her 
alterations business in her home after 
she retired from bellsouth. Today, 
with the passion she had on that first 
day, she sews for her community and 
beyond, teaches the next generation 
her craft, and listens well. We are 
so grateful for her kindness to our 
beautiful young lady, and for her 
lifetime investment in teenagers who 
often just need someone to listen. 

A Love for Sewing and Listening
Gift from Sandy's son Sandy Love

Genius Organization
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I have been 
challenged of 
late to consider 
the value of 
listening, not 
just in my own 

life (though periodic self-evaluation of 
that life skill can’t hurt). My visit with 
precious Sandy Love set my thoughts 
in motion. The teenager she was 
teaching to sew was right, what a gift 
to be able to genuinely listen in a way 
that makes the other person feel, not 
just that they are heard, but that you 
care about them and what is or isn’t 
working in their life in that moment. On 
my way home from my visit with her 
in south Mississippi I wondered, “Is 
it just our current fast paced culture 
that seems to be absent of good 
listeners?” I mean Mrs. Sandy is 82 
years old. “Do even gifted listeners 
today find it a challenge to truly hear 
and understand others in the chaos of 
our world today?” As I consider even 
our Biblical mandates as believers, 
“How am I responding to others in 

conversation? Do they feel heard? 
Are they certain I care?” I really do 
but do they know it. James 1:19 says, 
“My dear brothers and sisters, take 
note of this: Everyone should be quick 
to listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry.” I think I am more 
aware today of my listening practices 
as I consider my conversation with 
Mrs. Love and James’ instruction. I am 
also now more aware of great Biblical 
personalities and their strong listening 
ability. I recently ran across a blog post 
by Jim Gossweiler highlighting Moses 
and his ability to listen. 

“Moses’ capacity to listen 
extended beyond his relationship with 
God. He also attentively listened to 
the needs, concerns and frustrations 
of the Israelite people he led. In 
Exodus 18, his father-in-law, Jethro, 
offered wise advice to delegate 
leadership responsibilities to capable 
individuals. Moses actively listened, 
recognizing the value of shared 
responsibility, and adopting Jethro’s 

counsel, which eased his burden 
and improved the organization of the 
community. Furthermore, when the 
Israelites complained and doubted 
their provision in the wilderness, 
Moses patiently listened to their 
grievances. Instead of dismissing their 
concerns, he empathetically listened 
and interceded on their behalf. 
Through his empathetic listening, 
Moses fostered a deep sense of trust, 
unity, and loyalty among the Israelites, 
which propelled them forward as a 
united nation.”

I have not really ever thought of 
Moses in this way but if Moses can 
listen patiently and actively to a whole 
nation of grumblers, perhaps I can 
encourage those in my sphere by 
being a better listener.

Personal Reflection

Chrystelle Thames

Director of Communications


