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As The Baptist Children’s Village continues the vision of expanding the ministry to involve more children and their families who need services offered by the organization, a new and exciting in-home family support program was established during 2011.  Recognizing that God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society, the goal of the Dorcas In-home Family Support Program is to minister to families who are near the point of collapse by providing needed services that can give the family new hope. 
The Dorcas Program seeks to facilitate the family’s ability to produce an environment that is safe for the children as the family becomes able to provide adequate sustenance, property security for the children and appropriate discipline.  With these goals complete, the likelihood of the children being removed from the home is greatly reduced.  The Dorcas Program applies the SAFE Track model of care which brings into focus Spiritual Growth, Academic Achievement, Family Values, and Emotional Strength.  The Program is shaped to improve the stability of the family by increasing family access and utilization of community resources and assistance.  It will also, improve the ability of the family to provide adequate care for the children for whom it is responsible.      
The expansion of the traditional child care portion of the ministry continues as construction of the new India Nunnery Campus at Star was completed in 2011.  The facility received a certificate of occupancy and license in August and was open to receive children for the new school year.  The first children to reside at this facility were admitted on August 11.  The new India Nunnery Campus will be the home for children from central Mississippi that were previously located at the original India Nunnery Campus in Jackson.  Over the next few years, expansion in Union County and the Delta region will move The Baptist Children’s Village closer to the goal of having a campus within 50 miles of any child needing our services.  The smaller, more homelike settings will give increased accessibility to families and will allow us to more effectively minister to children and their families who need us.
Two residents received special honors during the past year.  A resident at the Farrow Manor Campus near Independence received the inaugural Tessie Morgan Garner Scholarship.  The Garner Scholarship is awarded by the Southern Baptist WMU Foundation in Birmingham. Funds from the scholarship will allow her to complete her education at Blue Mountain College.  A resident at the Dickerson Place Campus near Brookhaven was selected to attend Cooperative University to learn about electric power.  Attendance at this statewide program led to an interview to participate in a national program.  Following the successful interview, she became one of only 56 high school students selected to attend the Electric Power Association 2011 Youth Tour to Washington D.C.  With these, as well as all children served, we seek to fulfill The Baptist Children’s Village mission statement, “to help children and their families fully understand and experience the healing ministry of Christ by meeting their daily needs, and inspiring them to become Christian adults who are happy, healthy, and mature”, 

Services at local host churches, daily Bible studies in the cottages and individual conversation about spiritual matters are continually emphasized as a foundational part of The Baptist Children’s Village ministry.  Over the past seven years, 207 children made professions of faith. 

Two residents graduated from high school in May.  Each has chosen to continue their education.  One enrolled at Gulf Coast Community College and the other will be attending the University of Mississippi following completion of basic training for The Army Reserve.  Other students continued their education at Northwest Community College and Blue Mountain College.
Through the Cooperative Program of the Mississippi Baptist Convention, The Baptist Children’s Village receives 14% of its operating budget.  An additional 41% of the budget comes from church gifts over and above the Cooperative Program gifts.  We are grateful for the continued support of this ministry.

